DISTRICT GOVERNOR’S NEWSLETTER

AUGUST 2010

Fellow Lions:
I hope everyone had a pleasant summer and is ready for another busy Lions year. I would like to extend special thanks to ZC Scott MacKenzie and the Musquodoboit Harbour Lions Club for hosting a successful DGO Meeting. There were approximately 145 Lions in attendance, representing 41 Clubs. Well done Lions.

Our International President Sid Scruggs III’s theme this year is “A Beacon of Hope”. Our president is asking you to be the light of service, “A Beacon of Hope” to the needy, just not in our own communities but around the globe. Together we can be that symbol of light and hope. I believe it is time to get out in the communities and do what we intended to when we first became Lions, Serve the needy. We need to be more visible with Hands-On service and direct contact with the needy. Show your communities that we are there for them; let them know what we do and why we do it. With a high visibility there should be more support, more service and just perhaps an increase in membership. When people see how we can impact a community, maybe they will want to be part of that also. 
Congratulations to Lion Vic Belliveau of the Antigonish Lions Club for capturing the Overall Winner at this year’s District Golf Tournament at the Clare Golf Course in Comeauville. The host Club, the Meteghan Lions Club, won the Top Team Trophy and will host next year’s tournament. The date next year is set for the second weekend in August. Thanks goes out to Lion Walter Goggins and his Committee for putting on an excellent tournament. The fellowship was outstanding, the weather was great and the buffets at the Golf Course were superb.  Thanks again, well done.
Back to some serious business, let me talk about Membership. As of May1/2010 our membership was 1825. Today we have a membership of 1762 Lions, a loss of 63. We all know at the end of each year, clubs have a tendency of dropping the dead wood. I am asking all Clubs that if you intend to drop any members, DON’T WAIT TILL JUNE. Drop them when it is necessary. We lose approximately 32 members per year because of death. We cannot do anything about that. But we let a large number of Lions walk out the back door. We have to be more aware of what is happening to our members. We have to close the back door and make sure all Lions are active. Get them involved and keep their interest in the greatest organization in the world. 
In closing, I am looking forward to visiting a large number of clubs over the next few months and meeting the Lions of District N-2. I would also like to wish everyone every success in the year ahead.

DG Bob

